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In the Claims: , , 
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Pl«fas& cancel claims 7, 8, 9, 11, 12, 22, 28, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 

! I J ' J 
58, 62, 66, 67, and 70 without prejudice. 

Claims 1-6, 10, 13-21, 23-27, and 29-36 are amended. 

Claims 1-6, 10, 13-21, 23-27, 29-36, 45-57, 59-61, 63-65, 68, 69, and 71-78 

are pending. 

Please amend claims 1-6, 10, 13-21, 23-27, and 29-36 as follows: 



1. \Amended) A computer-implemented method comprising [the 
following steps] 

creating a licWise pack at a license generator, the license pack containing a 
set of one or more individual software licenses; 

signing the license pack with a digital signature of the license generator; 
issuing the license pack to a license server; 

verifying, at the license server, the license generator's digital signature on 
the license pack; and 

distributing the software licens^§ contained in the license pack from the 
license server to corresponding clients. 

2. (Amended) A computer-implemented method as recited in claim 1, 
further comprising [the step of] creating a licenseNpack containing a predefined 
number of software licenses. 
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^* 3. \ (Amended) A computer-implemented method as recited in claim 1, 
further comprising [the following steps]: 

creating a license pack ID at the license generator; and 
evaluating the license pack ID at the license server. 

4. (Amended) A computer-implemented method as recited in claim 1, 
further comprising [the following steps]: 

encrypting the license pacloat the license generator; and 
decrypting the license pack at the license server. 

5. (Amended) A computer-implWented method as recited in claim 1, 
further comprising [the step of] creating a lkense pack that is tailored to a 
particular operating platform of the clients. \ 

6. (Amended) A computer-implemented method as recited in claim 1, 
further comprising [the step of] determining an authenticity of\an individual client 
prior to distributing the software license to that individual client. \ 
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v\ / 10. (Amended) /^eeix^uter-implemented method as recited in claim 1, 
wherein the license pack has a license paJfl^JJ), and further comprising [the step 
of] granting additional licenses for the license pack haVmg^the same license pack 
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13. V Amended) A computer-implemented method for distributing 
software licenses to clients so that the clients may legally execute underlying 
software to whicrk the software licenses pertain, the computer-implemented 
method comprising [the step of] electronically issuing the software licenses as 
digital certificates that can be distributed in one-to-one correlation with individual 
clients and traced to an issuing authority. 

14. (Amended) A comtouter-readable medium having computer readable 
instructions for performing the [stepl method as recited in claim 13. 

15. (Amended) A computerSjmplemented method comprising [the 
following steps]: 

receiving a request for a software licenses from a particular license server; 
creating a license pack containing a set o^one or more individual software 
licenses; 

assigning a license pack ID to the license pack; 1 
associating the license pack ID with the particular \jcense server; 
digitally signing the license pack; and 

issuing the signed license pack to the particular license Server. 



16. (Amended) A computer-implemented method as recited in claim 15, 
further comprising [the step of] creating a license pack containing ^predefined 
number of software licenses. 
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17. \ (Amended) A computer-implemented method as recited in claim 15, 
further comprising [the step of] creating a license pack that includes a platform 
type indicating^ type of operating platform for which the software licenses can be 
used. 

18. (Amended) A computer-implemented method as recited in claim 15, 
further comprising [the step of] creating a license pack that includes a predefined 
number of software licenses, a platform type indicating a type of operating 
platform for which the software licenses can be used, an expiration date indicating 
a date on which the software licenses will expire, and a product ID that identifies a 
product with which the somvare licenses can be used. 

19. (Amended) A computer-implemented method as recited in claim 15, 
further comprising [the step of] encrypting the license pack. 

20. (Amended) A computer-readable medium having computer readable 
instructions for performing the [steps] method as recited in claim 15. 

21. (Amended) A computer-implemented method comprising [the 
following steps]: 

receiving a request for a software license from a particular client; 
determining an authenticity of the particularYlient; 

selecting a software license from a pack Vf software licenses that is 
appropriate for the particular client, the software license having an associated 
license ID: 
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associHtrngJiifeiicense ID with the particular client; and 
granting the software license to tl^parfiCTiter-elieiit. 
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23. (Amended) A computer-implemented method as recited in claim 21, 
further comprising [the step of] granting the software license as containing the 
license ID, a platfonn type indicating a type the platform, an issue date indicates a 
date on which the license is issued to the client, an expiration date that indicates a 
date on which the software license will expire, a product ID that identifies a 
product with which the software licenses can be used, a client ID that identifies the 
particular client, and a version of the software license. 

24. (Amended) A computer-implemented method as recited in claim 21, 
wherein [the step of] determining the authenticity comprises [the following steps]: 

receiving a client software ID from the particular client; and 
evaluating the client software VD to determine whether the client is 
authentic. 

lended) A comput^unplemented method as recited in claim 21, 
wherein [the step of] determinmg^e^thgnticity comprises [the following steps]: 
maintaining a set of client^rfiages; 

receiving a client softwa/re^fD franf the particular clieitt>aiid 
comparing the client s^thtfare ID to the client images to evaluate ^wl 
the client is authentic. 
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26. ^(Amended) A computer-implemented method as recited in claim 21, 
further comprisW [the following steps]: 

determining a^atform of the particular client; and 

selecting the softwai^license as is appropriate for the platform of the 
particular client. 

27. (Amended) A computer-implemented method as recited in claim 21 , 
further comprising [the step of] encrypting the sombre license using a public key 
of the particular client. 
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A computer-readable medium having computer readable 




structions for performing the 



as recited in claim 2 1 . 



30. ^Amended) A computer-implemented method comprising [the 
following steps] I s 

computing , a\ a computer, a value as a one-way function of a client 
executable image that uroquely Mentifies a client; and 

digitally signing the vUm , at th^computer, using a private signing key of a 
server that serves the client jcp cre^e^-t^ent image digital signature that is unique 
to the client. 

31. (Amended) A computer-implemented method as recited in claim 30, 
wherein [the] computing the value [step] compm^s [the step of] hashing the 
executable image to produce a hash value. 
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32. (Amended) A computer- implemented method as recited in claim 30 5 
further comprising [the step of] storing the client image digital signature at the 
client. 



33. (Amended) A computer-implemented method as recited in claim 30, 
further comprising [the following steps]: 

storing the client executable image at the server; 
storing the client im^ge digital signature at the client 

submitting the client \in iag^&igital signature from the client to the server 
when requesting a software lio^j&e; and 

evaluating an authen^^j^bf the ^lieTjt-based on the client image digital 
signature prior to granting^ gcjfttyareJi$6nse to the client 



34. (Amended) 



wherein [the] evaluating me authenticity [step] comprises [the following steps]: 



jmnpuW-implemented method as recited in claim 33, 



unsigning the clien image digital signature using a public key of the server 
to recover the client executable image; amd 

comparing the recovered client executable image to the client executable 
image stored at the server. 



35. (Amended) A computer-implemented method as recited in claim 34, 
further comprising [the step of] rejecting the request for a software license in an 
event that the recovered client executable irn^ge does not match the client 
executable image stored at the server. 
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